
January 24, 2010
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

CELEBRATION OF THE MOST HOLY EUCHARIST  

1/25 MON   The Conversion of St. Paul
Rectory Office Closed
NO MASS

1/26 TUES        Ss. Timothy and Titus
NO MASS

1/27 WED St. Angela Merici
NO MASS

1/28 THURS St. Thomas Aquinas
NO MASS

1/29 FRI NO MASS

1/30 SAT 11:00 AM - HOSP. - Rosary/Mass
*Clarence+ & Anna Marie Frost & Family

3:30 - 4:30 PM Confessions

THE LORD’S DAY MASS

5:00 PM - HOVEN - Mass
*Art Seurer+

1/31 SUN 7:30 - 7:55 AM - Confessions - Onaka

8:00 AM - ONAKA - Mass
*People of our Parishes

9:15 - 9:45 AM Confessions - Hoven

10:00 AM - HOVEN - Mass
*Cindy Jager

This Sunday’s Readings:  
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10;Psalm 19;1 Cor 12:12-30;Lk 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21
CATECHISM PARAGRAPHS FOR THIS SUNDAY:                                                                                                                                                
+ 124-127 - Formation of New Testament.
+ 541-550 - Kingdom of God is at hand. Proclamation of the 
Kingdom.
+ 1961 - Old Law in Nehemiah.
+ 436, 695, 713-714, 763-764, 1286 - Jesus, the Anointed 
One, inaugurates the Church by proclaiming the reign of 
God.
+ 1153-1155, 1348-1349 - Sacramental words and actions. 
The gathering of the liturgical assembly for the Word of God.
+ 1200-1204 - Unity in the diverse forms of liturgical 
celebration.
DAILY READINGS FROM SACRED SCRIPTURE: 
Monday: Acts 22: 3-16; Mk 16: 15-18
Tuesday: 2 Tm 1: 1-8; Mk 3: 31-35
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7: 4-17; Mk 4: 1-20
Thursday: 2 Sm 7: 18-19, 24-29; Mk 4: 21-25
Friday: 2 Sm 11: 1-4a, 5-10a; Mk 4: 26-34
Saturday: 2 Sm 12: 1-7a, 10-17; Mk 4: 35-41
Sunday: Jer 1: 4-5, 17-19; Psalm 71; 1 Cor 12: 31, 13: 13; 
Lk 4: 21-30

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYERS:
FROM HOVEN:  Fr. Lance Oser, Helen Glodt, LaVonne Schumacher, Dytc 
Rundall, Marvin Schmidt, Kenny Kaup, Kay Klocker, Rick Karst.
FROM ONAKA:  St. John’s Parishioners, Jill Fix, Bertha Tuchscherer.
OTHER: Pope Benedict XVI, Bishop Paul Swain, priests, seminarians, Sisters of 
our Diocese, World Peace, sanctity of all human life, our military personnel, Jeff & 
Trish Simon, Laura Keller-Huber, Gene Ronke, Sandy Entringer, Dorothy Frost, 

David Baus, Helen Krumm+, Gary Abler+, Delores Heintzman+, Linda Anne 
Salfrank+, Patrick Engel, Krista Seurer.

Names will remain on our prayer list for four weeks. Please 
contact Linda in the office to request continued prayers.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS Jan. 30-31, 2010
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA - Saturday - 5:00 PM

LECTOR: Linda Feldmeier
EUCH. MIN:               Linda Feldmeier
GREETERS: Walter Rausch Family
MARY’S HELPERS:  Traci Arbach, Calie Kaiser
USHERS: Please Volunteer
SERVERS: Derick Arbach, Kyle Arbach, Travis Clark

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST - Sunday - 8:00 AM
LECTOR:       Wayne Heier
OFFERTORY:           Ramona Goetz Family
USHERS: Please Volunteer

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA - Sunday - 10:00 AM
LECTOR: Kurt Rausch
EUCH. MIN:  Chuck Simon, Suzi Vail
GREETERS:              Dan Glodt Family
MARY’S HELPERS:   Autumn Simon, Abigail Simon
USHERS: Please Volunteer
SERVERS: Scott Glodt, Joey Glodt, Erik Kaiser

Almighty and everlasting God, have mercy upon Thy servant, 
Benedict, our Supreme Pontiff, and direct him, according to Thy 
loving kindness, in the ways of eternal salvation; that, by Thy gift, 
he may always desire that which is pleasing unto Thee and may 
accomplish it with all his might. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Please pray for Pope Benedict XVI’s General & Mission 
Intentions for January:  
(G) General intention; (M) Mission intention
(G) Young People and Media. That young people may learn to 
use social communication media for their personal growth and in 
preparation to serve society.
(M) Christian Unity. That every believer in Christ may 
understand that unity among all Christians is necessary for effective 
proclamation of the gospel.

ADULT EVENTS/RETREATS
Fruit of the Spirit Retreat offered in Watertown 
February 5-6, 2010: Retreat begins Friday at 6:30pm and concludes 
Saturday at 9:30pm. Presenters will be Mrs. Jane Barz and Mrs. 
Carol Larson. Pre-registration required. The fee for the retreat will 
be $40.00, which includes your registration fee and two meals on 
Saturday. For more information or to register contact Mavis 
Kemnitz at 605-880-5996 or mavis.kemnitz@gmail.com

COUPLES VALENTINE'S DAY WEEKEND ENCOUNTER:
Recommit and renew your wedding vows to each other by 
attending our Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend 
scheduled for February 12-14 at Broom Tree Retreat and 
Conference Center. Contact Curt & Rochelle Lauret at 605-362-
9145 to register or visit us at www.WWME.org. Space is limited.      
The Presentation Sisters invite you to attend our Women’s Retreat 
entitled “Finding God in the In-Between…Blessings that Come 
from Change”. The retreat, being presented by Sister Cathy 
Bertrand, a member of the School Sisters of Notre Dame, will 
focus on how we are being called to a deeper transformation, or a 
change of heart when we are dealing with transition and change in 
our lives. The retreat will be held on Sunday, February 7, 2010, 
from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. in Lantern Hall at Presentation Convent 
in Aberdeen, SD. Cost for the event is $10. To register, please call 
605-229-8337 or e-mail devoff@presentationsisters.org.

YOUTH RETREAT
In 2010 the Diocesan-led Steubenville trip will be going to the 



Steubenville North conference in St. Paul; the dates of the actual 
conference are Friday, July 30th to Sunday, August 1. The 
*tentative* cost will be in the $250-$300 range, depending on final 
busing costs and whether or not a Valleyfair stop is included.  The 
diocese has approximately 100 seats available. More info to come 
as details are finalized.

NOTES
Sun., Feb. 21st - Hometown Soup Dinner @ St. Boniface 
Catholic Church, Seneca. Serving starts at Noon. Beef Stew, Oyster
Stew, Knoephla Soup, Homemade Bread and Pies. Free will 
offering. Everyone welcome!  Come and enjoy good food and 
fellowship!
Christmas Concert Pictures are available at the rectory if you wish 
to order them. Cost is 50 cents each.
Notice - There are daily spiritual readings and reflections at the 
following website  www.apostleshipofprayer.org. 
Anniversary Mass Celebration - If you will be celebrating 25, 50, 
60, and 65 or more years of marriage, please call the rectory by 
Mar. 19th  so your name can be submitted to the diocese. A 
special Mass in your honor will be celebrated this summer, date is 
not scheduled at this point. For those who submit their names, an 
invitation will be sent to you by the diocese to attend this 
celebration.
Movies for Sale - “The Passion”, “Jesus of Nazareth”, “Our 
Father’s Plan”, “Joan of Arc”, “Kenosis Confession, “Three Kinds 
of Love”, “The Meaning of the Mass”. If interested, stop at the 
rectory  or call us.
Natural Family Planning & Fertility Care: For information and a 
list of instructors and physicians call the Family & Children Faith 
Formation Office, 605-988-3776. 
Also see: www.usccb.org/prolife/issues/nfp
Please remember that the Church bulletin is available on St. 
Anthony’s website at www.stanthonys-hoven.com and also in a 
printable form on the Hoven website at www.hovensd.com

SACRIFICIAL GIVING – ST. ANTHONY’S
January 16, 2010

Amount collected for weekend…………………….….$1,603.00
Amount collected for Haitian Relief…………………..$926.55

God bless you for your continued support of our parishes!

Haitian Relief Donations are still being accepted. 
Please make your check payable to St. Anthony’s or St. 
John’s Parish. Our parishes will then forward your gifts 
to the diocese for Catholic Relief Services. Thank you 
for your generosity! A special thanks to those who 
have already donated.

Geothermal Update
Project Cost:   $495,000
Pledge Goal:   $300,000
Pledge Total:  $200,208.62 
Pledge Income Received:  $176,239.82
Outstanding Pledge Balance:  $23,968.80

ALTAR  SOCIETY  NEWS
Next Funeral Luncheon:  Circle 9 
Special Activity: Circle 7

Help Wanted - St. Anthony’s Altar Society is looking for 1 or 2 

people to clean St. Anthony’s Church twice a month starting in 
February, 2010.  Wages and hours are negotiable.  If interested, 
contact Sheila Von Wald (948-2565) or Paula Schumacher (948-
2556), Co-Chairpersons.  

The Road to Hitler Was Paved With Abortions 
December 2009 By Anne Barbeau Gardiner
Anne Barbeau Gardiner, a Contributing Editor of the NOR, is 
Professor Emerita of English at John Jay College of the City 
University of New York. She has published on Dryden, Milton, and 
Swift, as well as on Catholics of the 17th century. 
Cultures of Abortion in Weimar Germany. By Cornelie 
Usborne. Berghahn Books. 284 pages. $90. 
     In her research for Cultures of Abortion, Cornelie Usborne 
examined literary works, movies, trial documents, medical records, 
social workers' notes, police interviews, and newspapers from the 
years of the Weimar Republic, 1918-1933. She consulted archives 
both in Protestant Prussia and Saxony and in Catholic Bavaria and 
the Prussian Rhineland. Although she is pro-abortion and thinks 
reality is "socially constructed," her research is valuable because it 
shows how the groundwork for Adolf Hitler's eugenic-abortion 
policies was laid. 
     But even before abortion was an issue, contraception was "big 
business" in Germany prior to World War I, due to "Neomalthusian
propaganda." In 1913 Max Marcuse interviewed 100 women in 
Berlin and found that all but three used contraceptives — forty of
them also admitted to having had "one or several abortions." In 
1914 Oskar Polano interviewed 500 women in Würzburg and 
found that 81 percent of the wives of civil servants and 72 percent 
of the wives of workers used contraceptives. No surprise then that 
in 1927 the law was changed to allow contraceptives to be 
advertised, though some of these, like the uterine coil, were also 
abortifacient.

     A steep decline in the population was inevitable: those who 
married before 1905 averaged 4.7 children per family; those who 
married in 1925-1929, only two. The top civil servants who 
married before 1905 averaged 3.5 children; those who married in 
1925-1929, only 1.6. In Protestant Ohren in 1910, 389 villagers 
had 86 children in school; in 1925, 382 villagers had only 36. Two 
million men had died in the trenches in World War I, yet in 1919 a 
feminist hailed the decline in the birthrate as "the greatest, non-
violent revolution" achieved by women, one that gave them 
"control of life." No wonder the Weimar Republic was 
distinguished by "the lowest birth rate in the Western world." With 
this fall in birthrate came "a new hedonism in women's sexuality."
      Contraception, of course, was not foolproof, so abortions 
multiplied and "official disapproval" of them faltered. In 1917 new 
guidelines set forth by the Reich Health Council allowed abortions 
"on the strictest health grounds," only if approved by two doctors. 
In 1926 the law on abortions was mollified, and in 1927 the 
Supreme Court allowed doctors to perform "therapeutic" abortions. 
German law on abortion became "one of the most liberal in the 
world" because doctors could easily convince officials that any 
abortion was necessary for "health" reasons.
     Men find it hard to look evil in the eye and call it by its true 
name. It was no different in early 20th-century Germany, where 
women spoke of the need to "curb coercive procreation" by 
legalizing abortion. Coercive here meant having to bear to term a 



child who was already in the womb. In 1908 the "bourgeois" 
Federation of German Women's Organizations demanded repeal of 
the abortion clause, §218, so that every woman might be Herrin 
ihres Körpers, or master of her body. In this specious slogan the 
child in the womb was reduced to part of the mother's body. Before 
World War I only elite women used this new­speak, but after the 
war ordinary women chimed in, as in a 1931 rally in which "many 
thousands of women were mobilized under the communist slogan 
Dein Körper gehört Dir! (Your body belongs to you!)." The year 
1931 also saw the birth of the Committee of Self-Incrimination 
Against §218, which encouraged celebrities to come out and admit 
to having had, or having aided in, an abortion. Among those who 
came out was Albert Einstein.
     Just as the pro-abortion camp today uses the deceptive word 
"choice" rather than "abortion," so the Weimar culture of death had 
its own euphemisms to disguise the ugly, violent deed. "Lay 
abortionists" inundated the local press with ads about how they 
could help if a "period was disturbed." Some presented themselves 
as "nature therapists" who gave "medicinal massages" and "herbal 
baths" for "blocked menses." Women themselves spoke in police 
interviews of "unblocking the monthly flow," of "a matter" that 
needed to be "removed," and of "tipping out (ich kippe)," a phrase 
that evoked "cleansing the body of waste material." In trial records, 
they claimed they had expelled not an unborn child, but merely a 
large "blood clot" the size of an "egg." The midwife who 
performed abortions was often called Weise Frau, or wise woman, 
by her clients, while newspapers called her Engelmacherin, "a 
woman who produced angels." Usborne complains of the 
anachronism of the latter term, since it was used "at a time when a 
human fetus was scientifically defined and had long since ceased to 
be a creature of God." Since she imagines that reality is "socially 
constructed," she doesn't see that the truth — i.e., that each child is 
created by God — is the same for all ages.
     Deceptive language about abortion was also used in the Weimar 
Republic by communist and socialist novelists, poets, dramatists, 
and filmmakers, all of whom advocated "medical, social and/or 
eugenic abortion." They claimed it was unjust that surgical 
abortions were available to the rich but not to the poor, who had to 
turn "to risky self-help or to dangerous back-street abortionists," 
and they drew a picture of the "dejected proletarian woman" who 
preferred death to an "unwanted pregnancy." The communist party 
line was that the female worker had a right to an abortion because 
she had to combine the two roles of producer and reproducer in "an 
uncaring capitalist system."
     The prime example of the New Woman as abortionist is Dr. 
Hope Bridges Adams Lehman, the Munich gynecologist who was 
tried in 1915 on 27 counts of criminal abortion. Born near London, 
she came to Germany at age 18, studied medicine in Leipzig and 
Bern, and became an ideological feminist. In 1896 she published 
the bestseller Women's Book, in which she called birth control and 
abortion "a woman's right." In that same year she moved to Munich 
with her second husband to practice in the heart of Catholic 
Bavaria. It's astonishing to learn that she had "a very extensive 
abortion practice" there for twelve or more years, and that she 
performed those abortions publicly in the operating theater of a 
municipal hospital run by the Red Cross. She even kept careful 
records of them in her diary. In 1913 alone she performed 127 
abortions out of 259 operations, charging only the 30 marks paid 
by the health insurance. At the time, abortion was a crime 
equivalent to murder under the law, yet the staff of a major hospital 
was evidently complicit in her crimes. Despite the mountain of 

evidence against her, including her own testimony that she believed 
every woman should have access to abortion till the end of the fifth 
month, Lehman was acquitted. In fact, the new, more 
accommodating guidelines of 1917 were the result of her acquittal.
     But wait: Here again we are faced with the rampant lies that 
always surround abortion. Usborne admits that an "extraordinary" 
side of Lehman's practice "was not mentioned by the judge when 
he quashed the investigation in September 1915: it is also curiously 
downplayed by her recent biographer." The fact is, Lehman used to 
sterilize many of her clients without their consent. Usborne asks in 
dismay, "Why did this celebrated feminist and friend of the poor" 
take "the opportunity of a general anesthetic to sterilize many of 
her patients?" In just six months in 1914, she sterilized 19 of the 27 
women she assisted in abortion without telling them. Even worse, 
at a time when tubal ligation was widely practiced and less risky, 
she sterilized her clients by hysterectomy. Police interviews reveal 
that her patients were not informed even after these radical 
surgeries (one came back asking for a contraceptive device). 
Lehman claimed she acted solely for the health of her clients, but 
Usborne has the "impression" that she used this extraordinary form 
of sterilization to prevent "the birth of ‘dysgenic' children." For 
Lehman, an "indication" for hysterectomy was "intelligence 
deficit," which was then thought to be hereditary. One married 
woman whom she sterilized was 23 and had one child, while 
another was a childless actress of 28. Usborne sees it as a paradox 
that "a feminist and socialist" who worked for "women's rights" 
should have disregarded "the very bodily autonomy which feminist 
abortion campaigners fought for." No, there's no apparent 
contradiction here. Usborne can't see that Lehman was already 
playing God when she killed more than a thousand babies in the 
womb and that those hysterectomies were just a slight expansion of 
her godlike role.
       Lehman was not alone: sterilizations were likewise brought 
about by the "well-known feminist doctors Lotte Fink and Hertha 
Riese" at the Frankfurt League for the Protection of Motherhood 
(some "protection"!). One-third of the women they sent to 
Frankfurt University Hospital for abortions were sterilized at their 
recommendation — 435 women in five years. It is not known if 
they consented.
      Another example of the lies surrounding abortion, even back 
then, is the case of Dr. Karl Hartmann, who was brought to trial for 
abortion malpractice in 1921. He had passed himself off as a 
gynecologist so he could profit from abortions, but was qualified 
only for general practice. He killed one woman and gravely 
damaged another by perforating the uterus with his probe. Even so, 
he did not come to trial because four professors of medicine 
testified that such injuries were "not uncommon" in abortions. In 
1922 Hartmann was a speaker at a mass rally organized by 
communists in Munich for "women who do not want to be 
mothers."
      Usborne reveals that surgical abortions in the Weimar years 
were not necessarily safer for women than those done by "quacks": 
In 1921 an anonymous collection of cases from university 
maternity hospitals was published in which hundreds of women 
were said to have died from medical abortions performed by 
gynecologists under the 1917 guidelines. Yet when such doctors 
came to trial, they were usually acquitted, or when found guilty 
their sentences were laughably mild. One doctor stood trial for 
seven commercial abortions, two of which ended in death, and he 
was acquitted, though five women testified he was known to 
perform abortions for money and one doctor accused him of 



malpractice. Another doctor was convicted of manslaughter in two 
abortions but received a sentence of three months' imprisonment, a 
far cry from the 15 years maximum the law prescribed before 1926.
      Usborne's theme is that "lay abortionists" were demonized by 
doctors in a "campaign to medicalize birth control and abortion." 
She thinks these "lay abortionists" — who might be midwives, 
pharmacists, masseurs, fortune-tellers, or nature therapists — had a 
good "safety" record. Of course, she ignores the 100 percent death 
rate for the children in the womb! The Berlin pharmacist and 
socialist Heiser, tried in 1927 and convicted for 300 criminal 
abortions, boasted that he had performed 11,000 such abortions. 
And the case of the abortionist Frau Martha Spitzer demonstrates 
the extent to which "alternative medicine, superstition, active 
witchcraft (as well as abortion) was practiced in a working-class 
community at a time of arguably the first modern welfare state in 
history." Spitzer carried an image of Lucifer in a silk purse for 
protection.

       By 1920 the film industry was the third largest industry in the 
Republic, and daily moviegoers numbered about a million. Movies 
about abortion produced before 1933 predictably stressed the 
"social inequality of access to medical abortion," as for example 
the 1926 movie Kreuz­zug des Weibes ("Women's Crusade") that 
focused on the anti-abortion law §218 and was the eighth most 
popular film of the season. The 1929 play Cyankali §218, written 
by the socialist Fried­rich Wolf, was supposedly a docu­drama 
about abortion intended to rouse the audience for mass protests. 
Yet it was based on a lie: The play pretended that the draconian 
penalties of the 1871 law against abortion were still in effect when 
in fact they had been changed by the 1917 guidelines, the 1926 
law, and the 1927 Supreme Court ruling. In the play, too, the 
midwife's use of potassium cyanide for the fatal abortion was 
unrealistic because the use of that drug did not appear in a single 
court case. Nor is there any evidence for the allegation in the play 
that 10,000 women died annually from "back-street abortions." 
Despite these blatant lies, the playwright made a pretense of 
authenticity by quoting details from abortion trials in 1929 in 
Berlin and Swabia. Filmed in 1930, Cyankali §218 was used by 
socialists and communists in their election campaigns. 
      Another play about abortion touring Germany was staged like a 
trial, with the audience put in the dock for tolerating the anti-
abortion law. But again, this drama was based on a lie, for though it 
pretended to realism, it used the outdated penalties of the 1871 law 
to inflame the audience. Usborne wonders about the legitimacy of 
such "artistic license." She also reports on the "storm" of political 
protest that erupted against §218 right after the papal encyclical 
Casti Connubii came out on New Year's Eve 1930.
     What conclusions might be drawn from the massive evidence 
Usborne assembles in this book? First, one might conclude that 
where contraception is rife there will also be the widespread 
practice of abortion and a growing pressure for its full legalization 
from the parties of the Left (the communists and socialists in the 
Weimar Republic). It is crucial, then, to oppose the contraceptive 
mentality that makes abortion inevitable, and to propagate the 
Catholic view of marriage, procreation, and natural family 
planning.
      Second, one might conclude that the road to Hitler was paved 
with abortions. The Weimar Republic was a society committing 
suicide in slow motion. It could neither stop the killing of its 
unborn children nor control the degrading hedonism that 
accompanied this practice. In retrospect, one might call Weimar a 

very weak form of the culture of death, a preview of what now 
prevails in much of the Western world. It was so weak it easily 
caved in when confronted with a fiercer form of that same culture. 
For even under the Nazis the slaughter of the unborn continued. 
Hitler was gung-ho for eugenic abortion, and while he made 
abortion virtually inaccessible for German women of supposedly 
superior "stock," he legalized it and sometimes made it (along with 
sterilization) compulsory for women of what he called "inferior
races." Thus did an enervated society cave in to a mad tyrant. Thus 
did Weimar's "cultures of abortion" usher in the Holocaust. 
Perhaps we should take warning.


